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T  O 

Sir  Ffdncis  Head,  Bart. 


SIR,, 

YOU  will  pardon  the 
Liberty  I  take  of  Writ¬ 
ing  to  you  in  this  publick 
Manner,  to  return  my  Thanks 
for  the  many  Civilities^  I 

have  received  from  your  1  a- 

mily.  The  Death  of  your 
Elder  Brother,  deprived  me 
of  the  belt  and  moft  hncere 
Friend  I  ever  met  with.  As  f 

A  2  ^d 


DEDIC  ATI  0  N. 

had  the  Honour  of  a  very 
long  Attendance  on  him,  in 
the  Way  of  my  Profeflion , 
lb,  I  may  fay  it,  that  except¬ 
ing  his  own  Family,  no  one 
had  a  better  Opportunity  of 
being  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  him  than  my  felf ;  and 
?tis  with  no  Imall  Pleafure, 
that  I  Ipeak  it,  that  he  was  a 
Gentleman  of  that  fweet  and 
even  Temper,  that  I  believe 
no  Inftance  can  be  given  of 
his  ever  having  faid  or  done 
an  ill  natur’d  Thing  in  the 
whole  Courfe  of  his  Life. 


As 


T>  ET>  I  CA  T  I  0  N. 

Ashe  was  happy  in  a  plen¬ 
tiful  Fortune,  fo  few  or  none 
ever  made  a  better  Ule  of 
it,  than  himfelf :  For,  all  that 
had  any  Title  to  his  Favour 
or  Acquaintance,  were  fure 
to  be  the  better  for  him,  at 

one  Time  or  other :  T  his,  I 

may  fay,  and  am  fore  all  that 

knew  him,  will  bear  Telti- 

mony  to  the  Truth  of  it, 

that  ’tis  rare  to  meet  with  a' 

Gentleman,  who  had  fewer 

Faults  and  more  good  Quali- 
tics* 

% 

I  know  nothing,  Sir,  can 
compenfate  for  this  extraor- 

dinary 


1j  E  D1C  ATI  ON. 
clinary  Lofs  to  your  Family, 

but  the  Hopes  of  feeing  you 
one  Day  lit  in  the  fame  beat 
with  thole  few  of  your  Rank, 
who  have  done  Service  to 
our  Church,  by  entring  in¬ 
to  Holy  Orders ;  '  and  happy 
would  it  be,  for  tills  Church 
and  Nation,  if  we  could  once 
fee  a  Number  of  Gentlemen 
of  your  Condition  among  thw 
Clergy,  whole  Fortune  and 
Education  have  let  them  a- 
bove  all  Views,  but  that  of 
maintaining  and  advancing 
our  Holy  Religion;  then, 
and  not  till  then,  may  we 

hope  to  fee  Virtue  and  Vice 
r  meet 


D  ED  1  CAT  ION. 

meet  with  their  juft  Re¬ 
wards,  and  the  Dignity  of 
our  Church  kept  up  and  pre¬ 
ferred  in  the  Character  of 
its  Minifters ;  which  is  the 
hearty  With  of, 


SIR.) 


Tour  mojl  Obedient , 


Humbk  Servant^ 


Kenflngton  Square.) 
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Entertainment  to  the 
Curious,  to  fee  the  Rife 

1  T\  *  r*  i*  I  • 

WWWte  and  Progrefs  of  this 

Diftemper,  which  of  late  Years 

B  hath 


hath  been  fo  very  mortal,  that 
there  is  fcarce  a  News-Paper  pub- 
lilh’d,  which  doth  not  furnilh  us 
with  one  or  more  Inftances  of 
Its  Fatality  to  fome  of  the  beft 
Families  in  Europe:  To  fettle  the 
exact  time  of  its  Rife  is  a  Mat¬ 
ter  of  much  Difficulty,  but  as  it 
is  without  all  Doubt  a  Difeafe 
of  fome  Hundred  Years  handing, 
yet  is  it  far  from  being  of  that 
Antiquity,  which  fome  have  ima¬ 
gin’d.  I  ffiall  therefore  examine 
how  far  it  was  known  to  the 
Ancients,  and  like  wife  give  the 
Opinions  of  fome  of  the  beft  of 
the  Modern  Phyficians,  about  the 
Oaufe  of  its  Origin  in  Human 
Bodies. 

Some  have  carried  their  No¬ 
tions  about  the  Antiquity  of  this 

Diftem- 


(.3  ) 

Diftemper  fo  high,  as  to  ima¬ 
gine  it  to  be  one  of  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  Difeafes,  and  think  it  the 
fame  with  that  wherewith  ff oh 
was  affltdfed,  which  is  mention’d 
at  the  feventh  Verfe  of  his  fe- 
cond  Chapter,  when  be  was  /mit¬ 
ten  'with  fore  Boils  from  the  Sole 
of  his  Boot  to  the  Crown  of  his 
Head  ;  but  this  feems  to  be  pure 
Conje&ure,  for  in  the  very  next 
Verfe  he  is  faid,  to  have  fate 
down  in  the  HJhes ,  and  to  have 
taken  what  lay  next  at  Hand ,  a 
Botjherd  or  Biece  of  broken  Bot 
to  fcrape  off'  the  Matter  or  Cor¬ 
ruption  which  ijfued  from  his  Boils. 
Whereas  the  Matter  contained 
in  the  Puftules  or  Boils  of  our 
Small-Pox,  feldom  breaks  forth, 
but  dies  away  into  a  hard  Scab, 

B  a  unlefs 


(4) 

unlefs  the  Veficles  that  contain 
it  are  broke  by  fome  external 
Violence,  and  in  fuch  Cafe,  would 
be  far  from  admitting  fo  rough 
an  lnftrument  to  cleanle  it  away, 
as  was  made  ufe  of  by  this  11- 
luftrious  Patriarch. 

\  %  *  f  *. 

-  v’  1  ►  ;•  '+  *'•**-.-  ’v  i  '  ... 

To  give  any  particular  Deno> 
mination  to  the  Difeafe  of  this 
Holy  Man,  may  be  a  Matter  of 
nice  and  critical  Enquiry,  fince 
I  know  of  none,  either  Divine, 
Critick,  or  Phyfician,  who  have 
dene  it  hitherto,  and  moft  of  the 
Commentators,  when  they  come 
to  this  Part  of  his  Misfortunes, 
fpeak  of  them  in  fuch  doubttul 
and  uncertain  lerms,  as  leaves 
the  curious  Enquirer  as  much 
perplex’d  in  his  Notiorn,  as  the 
bare  Text  it  ielf  could  poffibly 

do. 


do*  What  Diftemper  this  was, 
fays  *  one  of  thefe,  is  uncertain. 
Some  think  it  to  have  been  an 
Elephantiafis  or  Leprofie,  but  ’tis 
probable  that  it  was  an  Evil  of 
a  much  worfe  Nature,  and  fuch 
as  perhaps  no  Man  yet  ever  la- 
bout’d  under.  And  as  the  State 
of  Difeafes  flood  in  thofe  Times, 
’tis  not  very  eafy  to  conceive 
one  of  a  much  worfe  Nature, 
than  that  Species  of  Leprofie, 
which  is  term’d  the  Elephan¬ 
tiafis. 

+  Coder cusy  who  is  one  of  the 
Criticks>  tells  us,  this  was  un¬ 
doubtedly 


*  Quodfuerit  morhi  genus  incertum  eft.  Sunt  qut  patent 
E!ephant.iajinaut  Lepram  fuijje,  jedvereji'mile  eftylonge  gra - 
vius  malum  fuijje ,  &  cjnah  for  fan  mwquamy  quiftquam 
bominum  labor aritt  Mercenis  in  Job  Cap.  2.  v.  7. 


f  Critici  fa.cn  Tom.  3.  pag.  292;. 


doubtedly  a  very  extraordinary 
Bodily  Sicknefs,  but  doth  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  give  it  a  Name.  How¬ 
ever,  notwithtlanding  the  Silence 
and  Uncertainty  of  Critick.s  and 
Commentators  on  this  Be  id,  I 
fhall  venture  to  m .'k.e  one  Obfer- 
vation  from  Scripture  it  ft  If,  which 
may  ferve  to  give  fome  Light 
into  the  Nature  of  JoB*  Dillem- 
per ;  which  is,  that  the  Word 
which  we  tranflate  Boils,  j Ub  z. 
\Sc.  is  in  the  Hebrew  pnv?  which 
is  by  Buxtorf  interpreted,  Ulcus , 
Jnjlammatio ,  Apoflema.  and  by  Bag- 
ninus  from  RaA  ‘David,  fuch  an 
lllcer  as  arifes  from  Heat,  and 
is  the  very  fame  Word  that  is 
us’d  of  the  Egyptian  Boil,  and 
the  Leprolie  through  all  the  Books 

of 


(  7  ) 

of  the  *  'Pentateuch  •  fo  that  if  I 
might  be  allow’d  to  guefs  at  the 
Malady  of  this  righteous  Perfon, 

I  fhould  judge  him  to  have  been 
a  Leper. 

,  ?  -  ,  ■  f 

Thole,  who  will  have  this  Di- 

ftemper  known  to  the  Ancient 
Greeks ,  have  little  more  than  a 
bare  Word  or  two  to  fupport 
their  Opinion.  The  Exanthemata , 
or  Fxanthifmata  of  Hippocrates. 
were  Rifings  on  the  Skin,  of 
which  there  were  many  different 
Sorts  by  him  defcrib’d,  none  of 
which  had  any  fuch  Relemblance 
to  the  prefent  Small- Pox,  as  that  it 
can  be  coiieited  from  thence,  that 

this 


*  £xo<£  9,  10,  ii.  Levit,  13,  18,  19,  20.  13; 
Umur.  28,  27,  35. 


this  Ancient  Phyfician  had  any 
Knowledge  of  it. 

;  * 

•  *  *  • 

The  Old  Romans  feem  to  have 
been  as  little  acquainted  with  this 
Difeale,  as  the  Ancient  Greeks.  + 
"Pliny ,  the  Naturalift,  who  liv’d 
in  the  firft  Century,  hath  reckon¬ 
ed  up  all  the  Diieafes  that  were 
new  at  Rome  in  his  time,  but 
makes  no  mention  of  this ;  nor 
is  the  Word  Variola,  by  which 
we  exprefs  this  Malady,  to  be 
met  with  in  any  Author,  before 
the  Eleventh  Century.  *  Confian - 
tinus  Affricanus,  and  eminent  Phy¬ 
fician  and  learned  Linguift,  who 
lived  in  that  Age,  is  probably  the 

Firft 


tUb.  z 6>ch.  is  fei* 

*  Ok  Frefne  Glofss  Script i  Med.  &  Infim*  latinit* 


(  9  ) 

Firft,  wl  10  ever  ufed  this  Word  to 
fignihe  the  Small-Pox.  Marius 
Aventuenfis ,  who  was  Bifhop  of 
Laufanne ,  and  lived  in  the  Seventh 
Century,  hath  thefe  remarkable 
Words, H oc  anno  morbus  validus  cum 
frojluvio  ventris  variola  Galliam 
Italiamqj  valde  afflixit  •  but  ’tis 
very  plain  from  this  PafTage,  that 
the  Word  V'ariola  was  then  only 
ufed  to  exprefs  a  particular  Symp¬ 
tom  of  a  Difeafe  ;  but  ia  the 
Twelfth  Century,  when  the  Small- 
Pox  came  to  be  a  very  common 
Diftemper,  this  Word  was  taken 
up  by  the  European  Phyficians,  to 
fignifie  this  Difeafe ;  the  firft  Ap¬ 
pearances  of  which  had  probably 
a  very  great  Similitude  to  thofe 
Spots  or  Eruptions,  which  they 
had  frequently  obferved  in  Malign 
nant  Fevers,  and  which  they  ha4 

C  been 


(  1°  ) 

been  ufed  to  exprefs  by  the  Word 
y at  iola.  And,  as  ‘Pliny  hath  ob- 
ferved  of  the  Gout,  that  it  was  a 
new  Difeafe  in  Italy,  becaufe  it 
wanted  a  Latin  Name,  foT  can¬ 
not  but  think  it  highly  probable, 
that  the  Small-Pox  and  the  Word 
Variola,  by  which  it  is  called  in  the 
Latin  Tongue,  are  almoft  Co-eval  \ 
confequently,  that  it  could  not  be 
known  in  Europe,  long  before  the 
Time,  which  1  have  fixed  for  the 
Origin  of  this  Word. 

01  Oi  :  n 

Thole  Marks,  or  Spots  in  the 
Face,  which  the  Rjmans  called 
Vari,  and  from  whence  this  Mo¬ 
dern  Word  is  derived,  were  very 
different  from  the  Small-Pox,  being 
what  the  Patient  brought  into  the 
World  with  him,  as  plainly  ap¬ 
pears  by  2  ullys  Jeft  upon  Servtlius 

Ij  auric  us. 


C  ”  ) 

Ifauricus ,  who  was  marked  with 
them,  when  he  fays  to  him  *  Mir  or 
quid  fit,  quod  'pater  tuus  homo  conjlan - 
tijfimus ,  te  nobis  Varum  r diquit ; 
calling  him  Varimn ,  quod  varijs  ef- 
fet  deformis ;  for  he  exprefly  ob- 
fei  ves,  that  it  was  his  f  ather  that 
made  him  fo,  and  not  the  Dileafe, 
as  hath  been  very  juitly  obferved 
by  the  Famous  Huetius.  . 

-  .  -  •*-  ,  }  .  i  -  rfi  *4 

\  *  • F  r  ,i  »  j 

■  if'  ?  *» 

It  may  be  further  remarked,  that 
if  this,  or  any  other  Word  had 
been  uted  by  the  Ancients,  to  fig- 
nifie  this  Diflemper,  there  had  been 
Occafion  to  have  coined  a  new 

One -finceit  muft  be  acknowledged 

that  the  Rpman  Diftion  could  not 

Hand  in  need  of  any  modern  E- 
Diendation. 

C  i  Come* 

MWI. 'JM HI . . 

Quintilian  Lib.  6,  C^p.  4.  in  Jfaaricum^ 


(  1*  ) 


*  Cornelius  Celfus ,  who  lived  in 
the  fame  Age  with  Tliny ,  but 
fomewhat  earlier,  appears  likewife 
altogether  a  Stranger  to  it;  he  hath 
given  us  indeed,  a  whole  Section 
on  the  different  Sorts  of  Puftules, 
where  he  could  not  have  failed  to 
mention  the  Small-Pox,  had  he 
known  it ;  but  the  Account  he 
gives,  is  only  a  Tranfcript  from 
the  Greeks ,  and  chiefly  from  Hip¬ 
pocrates ,  of  whom  he  is  known  to 
be  fo  great  an  Admirer,  that  one 
cannot  read  a  Angle  Page  through¬ 
out  his  whole  Works,  without 
feeing  put  in  mind  of  the  Value 
and  Efteem  he  had  for  this  great 
Man.  Galen ,  who  flouriflpd  about 
150  Years  after  Celfus ,  viz.  about 

the 

.  ■+.-  .  ,V.“-  *•  ■  -< 

*  Fib.  5.  £ aj>.  28. 


(  r3  ) 

the  Year  140,  and  of  whofe  Writ¬ 
ings  we  have  a  much  larger  Col¬ 
lection,  than  of  any  Phylician  of 
thofe  Times,  hath  not  given  the 
leaft  Hint  from  whence  it  can  be 
collected,  that  he  had  any  Know¬ 
ledge  of  this  Diftemper,  although 
there  are  fome,  who  affirm,  that  he 
both  knew  it,  and  hath  given 
Rules  for  the  Method  of  its  Cure. 

Nor  have  any  of  the  Greek  Phy- 
ficians,  who  lived  between  Hippo* 
crates  and  Galen ,  as  Aretaeus  and 
Ephefius ,  or  thofe  who  lived  after 
them,  as  Atius,  Agin  eta,  Qriba - 
fius  and  1 Trallianus ,  made  the  leaft 
mention  of  it ;  and  altho’  Chrono- 
logifts  do  not  agree  in  an  exa& 
Computation  of  the  Time,  when 
each  of  thefe  fiourith’d,  yet  it  is 
certain,  that  they  all  lived  between 

the 


(  <4  ) 

the  Firft  and  Fifth  Centuries ;  a 
very  plain  Indication,  that  there 
was  no  fuch  Diftemper  for  fo  many 
Hundred  Years  together.  Nor  is 
it  any  Argument  to  fay,  that  the 
Name  and  Nature  of  this  Diftem- 
per  may  be  fo  far  changed,  at  this 
Diftance  of  Time,  that  it  is  a  dif¬ 
ficult  Matter  to  trace  it  out  of  the 
Writings  of  thefe  ancient  Authors 
fince  the  Defcription  they  have  gi¬ 
ven  of  moft  Diieafes  is  fo  very  juft 
and  accurate,  and  lb  little  different 
from  what  they  are  at  this  prefent 
Tj  me,  that  whoever  will  give  him- 
felf  the  Trouble  to  compare  their 
Writings  with  our  modern  Authors, 
will  think  the  latter,  little  more 
than  a  Tranflation  of  the  former. 

Sennertus  and  others,  who  would 
have  this  Qiftemper  fome  hundred 


(  i5  ) 

Years  older,  than  it  really  is,  tells 
us,  that  it  was  known  to  the  Greeks, 
by  the  Name  of  Exanthemata,  > 
and  to  the  Latins. ,  by  that  of  Tu- 
fiuLe ;  but  I  have  already  obferved, 
that  the  Word  Exanthemata,  was 
ufed  only  by  the  Greeks ,  to  fignifie 
cuticular  Eruptions  in  general,  and 
not  one  particular  Diftemper  like 
our  Small-Pox;  fo  .like wife  was 
the  Word  TufiuU  by  the.  Latins ; 
and  *  Ceijus ,  who  was  probaoly  one 
of  the  Firft,  who  ufed  it,  meant 
the  very  lame  Thing  by  ‘Pujlulce , 
as  Hippocrates  did  by  Exanthemata. 

Betides  all  this,  the  Method  of  t 
Practice  in  the  Cure  of  their  Ex¬ 
anthemata  and  Eujlul^e,  whicu  was 

chiefly 


*  Cor.Cc/.  lib,  5.  cap.  28. 
j'  Orihas.  lib.  3.  de  morb.  Curat*  cap»  zi* 
lib.  1.  cap.  6.  Ceijus  lib*  5.  cap,  i>>. 


(  t6) 

chiefly  by  Purging,  Bathing  and 
Ointments,  fuflflciently  (hews  how 
different  they  were  from  our  Small- 
Pox.  Celfus  particularly  advifes 
Walking  andExercife;  a  Praftice 
lb  Repugnant  to  the  Nature  of  this 
Di (temper,  that  it  is  doing  Dif- 
honour  to  the  very  Memory  of 
thel'e  illuftrious  Founders  of  the 
Art,  to  fuppofe  them  at  all  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Difeafe,  and  to 
proceed  fo  irrationally  in  its  Cure. 

•  .  i i  ;l;r  .  ■  - 

Nor  is  it  certain,  or  even  credi¬ 
ble,  that  the  Small-Pox  was  known 
’till  near  500  Years  after  Galen  •  al- 
tho’  many,  both  Phyficians  and 
Hifforians,  have  imagined  it  to  be 
of  a  much  earlier  Date.  Monfieur 
y  Huet  thinks  the  Difeafe,  which 

made 
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made  fuch  Bavock  in  France ,  irt 
the  Reign  of  King  Childekrt ,  a-* 
bout  the  Year  520,  mention’d  *  by 
Gregory  de  Tours  in  thefe  Words, 
Cum  gufulis  veficis ,  qua?  multum 
fofulum  affecerunt  morte ,  cannot  be 
underftood  of  any  Thing  elfe  but 
the  Small-Pox ;  but  I  fee  no  Rea- 
fon  why  this  may  not  intend  an 
Erifipilous,  or  any  other  eruptive 
Fever,  rather  than  the  Small-Pox ; 
fince  the  Words  Tufula?  and  Ve- 
ficae ,  will  better  bear  fuch  a  Cofl- 
ftrudtion,  efpecially,  if  we  conli- 
der,  that  thofe  were  Epidemical 
Diftempers  at,  and  fome  hundred 
Years  before  that  Time. 

For  a  long  'TiTsiQ^Greece  was  the 
Seat  of  all  Human  Learning  ;  for 

D  which 
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which,  three  Caufes  are  common¬ 
ly  affigned  :  Firft,  the  Conqueft  of 
Alexander  the  Great  ;  Next,  the 
Copioufnefs  of  the  Language,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  Love  the  People 
had  to  the  Sciences,  fpeculative 
Learning  and  Civility,  whereof  the 
Greeks  were  Grand  Mailers,  ac¬ 
counting  all  other  Nations  Barbari¬ 
ans  befides  themfelves  ;  Thirdly, 
the  natural  Inclination  and  Dex¬ 
terity  they  had  to  Commerce, 
vvhereunto,  they  addi'fted  them¬ 
felves  more  than  any  other  Nation; 
and  which  was  one  Real'on,  why, 
in  all  Places,  they  generally  colo¬ 
nized  the  Maritime  Parts  ;  but,  in 
Traft  of  Time,  as  this  mighty 
Empire  declined,  and  Rome  was 
railed  out  of  the  Allies  of  Car* 
thage ,  fo,  for  fome  hundred  Years, 

all- 
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all  Arts  and  Sciences  were  con¬ 
fined  to  the  Roman  Empire  ;  and 
tho’  the  Romans  always  endea¬ 
vour’d,  where  ever  they  fet  up 
their  Eagle,  to  have  introduced 
their  Language,  yet  it  doth  not 
appear,  that  it  was  ever  vulgarly 
fpoken  any  where,  but  in  that  Part 
of  Italyy  called  Latium ,  which  is 
now  known  by  the  Name  of  Com- 
pagna  di  Roma  :  But  when  this 
vaft  Empire  came  to  be  divided, 
That  Politenefs  and  Literature,  for 
which  they  had  been  as  much 
famed,  as  for  their  Conquefts, 
feemed  wholly  to  leave  them,  and 
to  take  up  its  Relidence,  on  the 
Sea-Coafts  of  Africa ,  and  on  the 
Borders  of  the  Red-Sea ,  where  the 
Arabic  Tongue,  which  is  of  vaft 
Expanfion,  was  vulgarly  fpoke  • 

D  2  for, 
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for,  befides  the  three  Arabia*  sr  it 
was  the  common  Speech  of  Syria , 
Mesopotamia ,  lP  ale  (line  and  Egypt, 
and  of  all  that  Tradft  of  Land 

which  is  now  called  Barbary ;  and 
as  this  was,  at  that  Time,  the  Seat 

of  Learning,  fo  ’tis  in  the  Wri¬ 
tings  of  thefe  Arabian  Phyficians 
and  Hiftorians,  that  we  find  the 
fir  ft  mention  of  the  Small-Pox. 
Avicenna^  Avenzoar  and  RJoafesy 
have  all  of  them  delcribed  and 

fpoke  of  it,  as  a  very  familiar 
Pifeafe  in  their  Time  3  one  of 
whom,  Rbafes ,  lived  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Tenth  Century ; 
but  they  have  left  us  entirely  in 

the  Dark,  as  to  the  Time  of 
its  Rife  ,*  However,  it  is  highly 

credible,  that  it  had  its  firft  Be* 

ginning  in  the  Seventh  Century,  a- 

V  jik  *  ■  t  ^  y 
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mong  the  *  ^Egyptians,  from  whom 
it  was  brought  into  Europe,  and  was 
probably  the  Offspring  of  fome 
violent  Peftilence,  which  that  Coun¬ 
try  is  known,  fo  frequently,  to 
produce,  and  to  which  this  Dif- 
eale  hath  fo  near  a  Relemblance. 
For,  ’tis  remarkable,  that  the  fame 
Qualities  in  the  Air,  which  breed 
the  Plague,  do  likewife  occafion 
the  Small-Pox,  "which  is  conftant- 
ly  .  Rife  among  the  Egyptians, 
twice  a  Year  ^  and  is  fo  very  jMa- 
lignant  at  +  Grand  Cairo  in  the  hot- 
teft  of  their  Summer  IVIonths 
which  are  March ,  April  and  May] 
as  to  be  little  Inferior,  in  its  Mor¬ 
tality,  to  the  Plague  it  felf.  The 
Caufe  of  which,  is  faid  to  be  this  ; 
About  the  Middle  of  June,  theNile 


begin - 


*See  Friend’s  Epifloia  de  Purgantibus,  ter,  9f. 
t  Pros,  Alpin.  de  Med.  .Egypt,  f 


beginning  to  fwell,  and  by  Degrees, 
to  overflow  its  Banks,  Part  of  its 
Waters,  in  their  Courfe,  fall  into 
s  Canal,  by  the  Inhabitants  called 
Caleg,  which  pa  fifes  through  this 
City,  where  it  continues  to  flow 
till  the  Midddle  of  October ,  and 
fometimes  the  Beginning  of  No¬ 
vember^  at  which  Time,  the  Wa¬ 
ters  begin  to  fall,  and  return  again 
into  their  proper  Channel ;  fo  that 
then,  theWater  in  the  Canal  of  the 
City,  being  no  longer  kept  in  Mo¬ 
tion  by  the  Flowing  of  the  Nile , 
ft  agnates,  turns  firft  green,  then 
black,  and  fends  forth  a  filthy 
Stench,  which  by  the  violent  Heat 
of  their  firft  Summer  Months,  is 
fo  far  heighten’d  and  increafed,  as 
to  caufe  fuch  a  Degree  of  Putrefac¬ 
tion  in  the  Air,  as  never  fails  to  in- 
fed  its  Inhabitants  with  this  and 

other 
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other  Epidemical  Diftempers,  to 
which  the  unwhoirome  Diet  of  the 
meaner  Sort,  fuch  as  Salt-Fifh  and 
Cheefe,  bad  Beef  and  Camels- 
Flefh,  and  above  all,  the  Want  of 
good  Water  to  drink,  doth  greatly 
contribute. 

i  /  '  > 

'  i  *  ii» 

Nor  do  they  grow  healthy  ’till 
jfune,  at  which  Time  the  North- 
winds  conftandy  begin  to  blow, 
which  are  foon  followed  by  the 
overflowing  of  the  Nils  •  both 
which,  by  refrefhing  the  parched 
Earth,  cooling  and  ventilating  the 
Air,  do  fo  far  purihe  and  cleanie 
it,  as  to  leave  them  in  a  tolerable 
State,  ’till  the  Beginning  of  the  next 
Summer. 


v 
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*  Having  had  this  Occalion  to 
fpeak  of  fome  of  the  Effeds  of 
this,  fo  much  famed  River,  I  (hall 
trouble  the  Reader  with  one  Ob- 
fervation  about  it,  of  a  very  rare 
and  uncommon  Nature;  which  is, 
that  if  any  Portion  of  its  Earth, 
fuppofe  an  Ounce,  or  more,  be  ta¬ 
ken  and  kept  clofe  and  dry  from 
all  manner  of  Moifture,  it  will  be 
found  upon  repeated  Tryals,  to 
keep  exadtly  the  fame  Weight  for 
many  Months  together,  ’till  the 
17  th  Day  of  June,  which  is  the 
Day  on  which  annually,  the  Waters 
of  the  Nile  begin  to  fwell  and  in- 
creafe,  at  which  .Time  the  Earth 
will  be  found  augmented  in  its 
Weight  ;  and  in  Proportion  as  that 

is 
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i§  increafed,  they  make  a  Judg¬ 
ment  of  the  Future  Inundation  ; 
infomuch,  that  they  are  able  td 
tell  before  hand,  by  this  Experi¬ 
ment,  exactly  how  manyCubits  the 
Waters  will  rife,  and  fo  to  provide 
againft  it  accordingly.  This  Ex* 
periment,  not  being  fo  generally 
taken  Notice  of,  I  could  not  pafs 
it  over,  tho’  Foreign  to  the  Sub^ 
je£t  in  Hand. 

r  ; 

*.  !  t 

*  The  Progrefs  of  the  Small* 
Pox,  for  the  next  Four  Centuries, 
hath  been  fet  forth}  with  much 
Accuracy  and  great  Judgment,  by 
the  Learned  Dr.  Freind  ;  fo  that 
’tis  fufficient  to  refer  the  Reader  to 
him,  for  a  full  Satisfaction,  :in  the 

Affair.  I  fhall  only  obferve,  that 

E  this 
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this  was  fo  familiar  a  Diftemper  in 
the  Eighth  Century,  that  there 
were  great  Numbers  of  People, 
who  carried  undeniable  Marks  of 
its  Severity,  in  their  Faces ;  and 
altho’,  it  might  not  then  be  fo  fa¬ 
tal,  as  in  after  times,  yet  have  we 
an  Inftance,inthe  Hiftory  of  the  Sa - 
racens ,  of  a  Chalif  who  died  of  it, 
about  the  Middle  of  the  Eighth 
Century.  And  the  Author  of  a 
Genealogical  Manufcript,  written 
in  Latin ,  fays,  that  t  Baudoin , 
Earl  of  Flanders ,  died  of  the 
Small-Pox,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Abbey  of  St.  Berlin  :  This  is  pro¬ 
bably.  the  fame  Perfon  mention’d 
to  have  died  of  this  Difeafe,  about 
the  Year  961,  by  jMonf.  Faucbety 
in  his  Antiquities  of  France ,  UL 

1 2. 
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12.  ch.  14.  In  the  Year  815,  Ca, 
Ilf  Abdala  began  his  Reign  in  A- 
rahia^  a  Perfon  of  that  laudable 
Difpofition,  that  he  Pent  Ambafla- 
dors,  exprefly  to  Conjlantmople ,  to 
get  Books  in  all  Arts  and  Sciences, 
which  he  cauled  to  be  tranflated  in¬ 
to  the  Arabic  Language,  in  order 
to  excite,  in  his  Subjects,  a  Defire 
after  Learning.  Thefe  Beginnings 
of  Literature  among  them,  were 
fo  far  cultivated  and  improved,  that 
in  Procefs  of  Time,  they  came  to 
have  fettled  llniverfities  among 
them,  at  Tunis ,  Tripoli ,  Fez  and 
Morocco  ;  and  having  afterwards 
carried  their  Conquefts  into  Spain  ^ 
they  founded  a  Univerfity  at  Cor - 
dubay  which  produced  fome  of 
the  greateft  Phyficians  and  Phi¬ 
losophers,  that  were,  at  that 
Time,  in  thewhole  World,  fuch  as 

£  3  *  Avicenna „ 
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^ jdvicenna ,  ylverrhoes^  jlvenzoar y 
Rjyafis  Mefue  and  the  Famous 
~Rjihbi  Moyfes  Maimonides ,  who  all 
flourifh’d  much  about  the  fame 
Time,  and  moftly  in  the  Twelfth 
Century.  In  the  Writings  of  fome 
of  thefe,  we  find,  not  only  this 
Diftemper,  but  all  Parts,  both  of 
Phyfick  and  Philofophy,  very  di- 
fcreetly  handled,  which  foon  after, 
by  the  Death  of  thefe  great  Lumi¬ 
naries  of  the  Age,  feeirfd  to  be  ex- 
tinguififid,  and  all  forts  of  Lear¬ 
ning  to  be  under  an  Eclipfe  for 
near  Three  Hundred  Years.  For, 
from  this  Time,  to  the  latter  End 
pf  the  Fifteenth,  or  the  Beginning 
of  the  Sixteenth  Century,  we  find 
but  very  little  about  this  Difeafe  • 
but  it  then  became  fo  common  in 
'  ,  ■  this 

>  ^ *  *  * .  .  ft  •  -  * 

.  . . .  . . .  i  ii  . . .  i  11 

*  *■>•«.  v-' -  \  *"***  V.'  -  .*  * 

*  $ee  L*ii?d.4e*  Script*  meet.  Cabell.  in  Vit.  Medie, 


(  2$)  ) 

this  Part  of  the  World,  that  there 
is  hardly  a  Phyfician  of  any  Note, 
who  hath  not  wrote  upon  the  Sub¬ 
ject.  Tru  ncomus ,  JVlinadous ,  Cam~ 

• polongus ,  jlntonius  Portus ,  J\Iar- 
cellus  Donatus,  were  among  the 
chief  Writers  on  this  Diftemper  in 
Italy,  in  the  Sixteenth  Century. 
|n  France,  Parous  and  Fernelius, 
Cotemporaries  with  the  Former, 
have  both  written  on  it,  with  ma¬ 
ny  others ;  from  which  Time  they 
became  fo  numerous,  that,  I  be^ 
lieve,  there  is  fcarcely  a  confidera. 
ble  Town,  or  City  in  Eurofe,  that 
hath  not  one  or  more  Authors  to 
produce,  who  have  given  their 
Judgment  upon  it  ;  infomuch, 
that  the  Writers  became  almoft  as 
Epidemical  as  the  Difeale.  And 
as  the  Authors  on  this  Difeafe, 
were  many,  fo  alfo,  were  their  O- 
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pinions  about  the  Caufe  of  it.  The 
^Arabians,  who  were  the  Firft  that 
have  given  a  plain  and  clear  De- 
fcription  of  it,  finding  it  a  Difeafe, 
which  all  Mankind  were  liable  to, 
once  at  lea  ft,  in  the  Courfe  of 
their  Lives  ;  that  Children  parti¬ 
cularly,  were  more  fubjeft  to  be 
attack’d  by  it  in  their  Infancy,  and 
that  there  were  Inftances  of  fome, 
who  brought  it  into  the  *  World 
with  them,  thought  the  Seeds  of 
this  Diftemper,  were  fuck’d  in  with 
the  Nourifhment  in  the  Womb, 
which  being  afterwards  put  in  Mo¬ 
tion  by  a  Malignant  Air,  raifed 
that  Ferment  in  the  Blood,  which 
threw  of  thofe  Particles,  which 
cauled  the  Tujiules  in  the  Small- 
Pox. 

Gentt- 
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Gentilisj  FernSiuSj  Mdrcurialis 

and  others,  are  of  a  different  O- 
pinion ;  and  feeing  many,  who 
had  arrived  at  the  Age  of  Sixty 
or  Seventy  before  they/  were  at¬ 
tack’d  by  this  Difeafe ;  and  many 
Hundreds  of  others,  who  had 
gone  to  the  Grave,  in  an  advanced 
Age,  without  ever  having  it  at  all, 
thought  it  difficult  to  conceive  how 
the  Seeds  of  a  Diftemper  fhould 
continue  latent  in  the  Body  fo 
long  a  Time,  efpecially,  when  they 
confidered,  that  many  of  thofe 
very  Perfons,  had  been  oftentimes 
affaulted  with  Fevers,  and  other 
fimilar  Diftempers ;  which  had  the 
Seeds  of  the  Small-Pox  been  in  the 
Blood,  muff  probably  have  pro¬ 
duced  that  Diftemper. 


There 
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There  is  one  Cafe  indeed,  which 
feems  to  make  much  for  this  Opi¬ 
nion,  which  is  that  of  the  Bite  of 
a  Mad  Dog,  where  the  venomous 
Seeds  have  been  known  to  lie  con¬ 
cealed  a  very  confiderable  Time* 
before  they  have  broke  out  upon 
the  Patient.  *  Albertus  Magnus 
affirms,  that  he  hath  known  this 
fort  of  Poifon  lie  in  the  Body 
Twelve  Years  after  the  Receipt  of 
the  Injury,  before  it  hath  difco- 
vered  it  felf ;  and  Alfaharavius, 
an  Eminent  Arabian  Phyfician,  fays, 
that  he  hath  experienced  it  to  lie 

_  _  •  r  * 

Dormant  Forty  Years,  before  it 
produced  any  vifible  Effects  ; 
And  l  am  very  credibly  informed, 
that  ’tis  not  many  Years  lince  the 

Effects 
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Effects  of  this  Poifon,  fatally  broke 
out  upon  a  Gentleman  at  Batb^ 
above  Twenty  Years  after  he  had 
been  bit :  The  Cafe,  as  I  remember, 
is  this.  A  Gentleman  came  to  Bath 
to  drink  the  Waters  for  fome  IndiL 
pofition,  and  after  drinking  them 
a  few  Days,  began  to  feel  a  Paifi 
in  one  of  his  Hands  near  his  Thumb, 
which  growing  troublefome  to  him, 
he  asked  his  Phyfician  about  it,  who 
prefcribed  what  he  thought  pro¬ 
per.  The  Pain  ftill  continuing  and 
increaling,  the  Patient,  in  a  fhort 
Time,  began  to  have  aDifguft  to  all 
manner  of  Liquids;  upon  which  his 
Phyfician  asked  him,  if  he  had  ever 
been  bit  by  a  mad  Dog  ;  at  firft,  he 
feemed  a  little  furprized  at  the  Que- 
ftion,  and,  upon  Recollection,  told 
him,  that  he  had;  and  that  it  was 

F  in 
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in  that  very  Part  of  his  Hand^ 
where  he  had  all  along  felt  the 
Pain  ]  but  that  it  was  above  Twen¬ 
ty  Years  lince.  This  Patient  died 
in  a  very  few  Days  after. 

"\  ,  ,  >  f  > 
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This  is,  undoubtedly,  a  very  ex¬ 
traordinary  Cafe  ]  and  how  thefe 
venomous  Sparks  can  lie  fo  long 
concealed,  before  they  break  out  in¬ 
to  a  Flame,  muft  ftill  remain  a  Se¬ 
cret  to  Mankind]  for  thefe, who  have 
hitherto  endeavoured  to  account  for 
it,  might  have  faved  themfelves 
the  Trouble,  for  any  new  Lights 
or  Advantages,  which  their  Reafon- 
ings  have  afforded  us  ]  but  to  return. 


1 
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Thefe  Phyficians  having  like- 
wile  obferved,  -  that  the  Small-Pox 
had  no  particular  Times,  in  which 
it  wras  more  Rife  than  at  others ; 

that 
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that  it  was  equally  liable  to  break 
forth  and  become  Epidemical  in 
in  every  Seafon  of  the  Year,  in 
cold,  as  well  as  hot  Weather  ;  that 
it  fometimes  had  large  Intervals, 
in  which  for  many  Months,  and 
even  Years,  it  was  hardly  heard  of, 
and  then  again  became  fo  very  ge¬ 
neral,  that  few  or  none  efcaped  it  • 
and  finding  it  neceffary  to  impute, 
fo  univerfal  a  Difeafe,  to  fome 
common  Caufe,  have  deduced  its 
Original,  from  a  malignant  Con. 
ftitution  of  the  Air,  as  being  leaft 
liable  to  Objections,  of  any  of 
thofe  numerous  Opinions,  which 
have  been  given  about  it.  One  of 
thefe,  Mercurialis ,  a  Perfon  of  fo 
great  Fame  :and  Reputation  in  his 
Profeffion,  that  he  was  fent  for  out 
of  Italy  to  Vienna ,  to  cure  Maxi¬ 
milian  the  Second,  hath  advanced 

F  2  an 
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an  Opinion  different  from  any  of 
the  Former.  He  imagins  this  to  be 
(an  Hereditary  Diftemper,  and  that 
every  Perfon,  defcended  from  Pa¬ 
rents  who  have  had  it,  have  an  in¬ 
nate  Chara&er  ftamped  upon  their 
Blood,  whereby  they  are  ever  fub- 
je£t  to  be  attack’d  with  it  at,  one 
Time  or  other.  *  Sennertus ,  who 
lived  with  and  many  Years  after 
Met curtails ,  wholly  rejects  this 
Opinion,  as  having  no  Foundation, 
in  Reafon,  to  fupport  it  ;  and  asks 
the  Queftion,  why  if  it  were  an 
Hereditary  Difeafe,  it  is  not  like 
them,  fubjedt  to  frequent  Returns  ; 
like  wife,  why  a  Perfon,  who  hath 
once  had  the  Plague,  may  not,  as 
well,  communicate  a  Difpofition 
to  his  lilue,  of  receiving  that  Dif¬ 
eafe, 


*  Sennertus  lib.  4.  cap.  11. 
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eafe,  as  this.  To  which  he  an- 
fwers,  that  when  once  Nature  hath 
overcome  the  Malignity  of  the  Di- 
ftemper,  the  very  Seeds  of  it  are 
thereby,  fo  far  eradicated,  as  not  to 
leave  the  leaft  Difpofition  of  failing 
into  it  again  ;  and  this  he  thinks 
one  Reafon,  why  Perfons  are  fel- 
dom  feen  to  have  the  Small-Pox 
or  Meafles  more  than  once  in  the 
Courfe  of  their  Lives.  Thefe, 
and  fuch  as  thefe,  were  the  Opini¬ 
ons  and  Reafonings  of  the  Phyfi- 
dans  of  that  Time,  who  being 
moft  of  them  Men  of  Chara&er, 
and  Profeffors  in  the  Univerfities 
of  Italy ,  France  and  Germany ,  ne¬ 
ver  failed  to  diftinguifh  themfelves 
by  their  particular  Do&rines,  in 
which  they  were  fure  to  be  main¬ 
tain’d  by  their  Pupils  and  Adhe¬ 
rents,  how  well  or  ill  foever  they 
were  founded.  Our 


Our  Countryman,  *  Dr.  WiUis , 
as  he  is  not  altogether  in  the  fame 
Sentiments  with  the  foremention’d 
Authors,  fo  neither  doth  he  re¬ 
ject  their  Opinions ;  but  chufes 
rather  to  afcribe  the  Original  of 
the  Small-Pox  to  a  Complication 
of  Caufes  put  together,  of  which 
he  particularly  Names  three,  viz. 
Contagion  received  from  fome  in¬ 
fected  Place  ;  the  Difpofition  of  the 
Air  ;  and  an  immoderate  Diforder 
of  the  Blood  and  Humours.  For 
the  Firft  of  thefe,  he  appeals  to 
daily  Experience  ;  and  farther  tells 
us  the  Manner  how  this  Difeafe 
is  fpread  by  Contagion,  viz.  That 
from  an  infeded  Body  Effluvia 
continually  flow,  which  being  re¬ 
ceived 


Willis  de  Variolis&  Morbillis,  caj?t  x  <j. 
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ceived  by  other  Bodies,  do  im¬ 
mediately  corrupt  and  taint  the 
Blood,  and  thereby  ftir  up  the  la¬ 
tent  Seeds  of  this  Diftemper ;  *  but 
the  Way  and  Manner  of  propa.- 
gating  a  Difeafe  by  Contagion 
from  an  infected  Body,  hath  lately 
been  {hewn  with  fo  much  Judg¬ 
ment  and  Perfpicuity,  as  makes  it 
wholly  unneceflary  to  infert  the  O- 
nion  of  this,  or  any  other  Author, 
on  that  Subject. 

X  '  f  '•  .  .  -  4  - 

That  this  Diftemper  is  fome- 
times  owing  to  a  peculiar  Difpofi- 
tion  of  the  Air,  is  not  only  the 
Opinion  of  Dr.  WiUis ,  but  of  all 
others  likewife,  who  have  treated 
of  it ;  hence,  they  fay,  it  is,  that 

it 


*  See  Vr*  Mead5*  Difcovrfo  on  Peftilentia!  .Contagion^ 
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it  becomes  fo  popular,  and  rages 
with  fo  much  Violence  through 
whole  Countries,  Cities  and  Vil¬ 
lages  :  Hence  alfo  it  proceeds,  that 
it  is  more  Epidemical  at  fome 
Times  and  Seafons,  than  at  others ; 
hence  again,  that  it  is  fometimes 
fo  very  Mortal,  and  at  other  Times 
fo  very  Mild  and  Favourable  ;  viz. 
juft  as  it  hath  contra&ed  more  or 
lets  of  a  malignant  Quality  from 
the  Air.  From  this  Caufe  it  is, 
that  vve  often  fee  it  attended  with 
black  and  purple  Spots,  which 

have  fo  much  of  the  Nature  of  the 
Plague  it  felf. 

That  the  Small-Pox,  may  fome¬ 
times,  owe  its  Rife  to  having  the 
Blood  and  Humours  put  into  too 
violent  a  Commotion,  this  Author 
makes  no  manner  of  doubt,  fince 

he 
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he  had  frequently  obferved  Perfons 
to  fall  into  it,  after  being  over¬ 
heated  by  immoderate  Exercife ; 
or  furfeited  by  too  plentiful  a  Re- 
pa  ft,  when  there  had  been  no  pre¬ 
cedent  Contagion,  no  malignant 
Conftitution  of  the  Air,  or  any 
one  Perfon  fick  of  it,  for  many 
Miles  round  the  Country,  to  which 
it  could  poffibly  be  imputed. 

I  might  here  go  on  and  (hew, 
that  thefe  were  not  only  the  Opi¬ 
nions  of  the  Authors,  from  which 
they  are  cited,  but  of  all  others 
likewife,  of  any  confiderable  Cha¬ 
racter,  that  h^ve  treated  of  this 
Difeafe  .*  But,  as  I  fear,  I  have  al¬ 
ready  been  too  long  upon  this  Part 
of  my  SubjeCt,  1  ihall  return  to 
(hew  the  Advances  that  have  been 

G  made 
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made  by  this  Diltemper,  in  an¬ 
other  Part  of  the  World. 

s 

About  the  Year  1492,  or  as  fome 
have  it,  1497,  fhe  Grand  Conti¬ 
nent  of  America  was  firffc  difco- 
ver  d  by  the  Spaniards  ■  where 
they  had  not  long  been  fettled,  be¬ 
fore  they  *  brought  this  Diftemper 
in  among  the  Natives,  which  be¬ 
fore  had  never  been  heard  of  in 
thole  Parts  ;  and  as  it  is  known  to 
be  both  more  Infectious  and  more 
Mortal,  in  Hot  than  Cold  Coun¬ 
tries,  the  Hiftorians,  of  thotc 
Times,  inform  us,  that  it  was 
extremely  Mortal  among  them  • 
aud  that  the  Brother  of  Motezuma^ 
King  of  Mexico ,  died  of  it  :  So 

that 


*  Rod  eric  us  a  Fonleca 
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that  about  this  Time,  its  Infe&ion 
was  fpread  through  all  Parts  of 
the  known  World,  to  which  the 
Commerce  of  the  Levant,  fo  apt¬ 
ly  fituated  to  propagate  it,  from 
its  Fountain  Head,  did  not  a  little 
contribute. 

Tor,  as  Seed  fown  in  its  proper 
Soil,  never  fails  to  produce  a  plen¬ 
tiful  Harveft,  fo  this  Difeafe,  which 
is  highly  Inflammatory  in  its  Na¬ 
ture,  having  got  into  a  fuitable 
Clime,  became  fo  very  Epidemi¬ 
cal,  that,  in  lefs  than  a  Century, 
it  had  deftroyed  a  very  great  Part 
of  the  Inhabitants  5  and  in  one 

Year,  viz. *  *159°,  fo  fP«ad  * 

G  2  felf 
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*  Sie  a  Letter  of  Ch.  Uflano  to  Gonfalvo  de  Solan? 
written  from  Potofi,  2,0th  July,  I5  9°' 
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felf  all  along  the  Coaft  of  Tern, 
that  it  entirely  fvvept  away  all  the 
Indians,  Mullatoe’s  and  MefticoV, 
in  the  Cities  of  Tot  oft  and  Tie  la 
TaZy  and  the  adjacent  Countries  \ 
infomuch,  that  the  Mines  lay  neg¬ 
lected  for  a  conliderable  Time,  be¬ 
fore  any  frefh  Hands  could  be  got 
to  work  them.  And  which  is  ve- 
ry  remarkable,  notwithftanding  it 
raged  with  that  Violence,  there 
was  not  one  Spaniard  who  died 
of  it,  which  looked  like  a  Sort  of 
Sympathy  in  the  Climate ;  for  altho’ 
the  Air  was  lo  highly  infefted,  as  it 
rouft  neceffarily  be,  where  the 
Mortality  was  fo  great,  yet  it 
had  no  Power  of  communicating 
any  ftrong  Degree  of  Contagion, 
to  any  but  its  own  .Natives.  But 
it  is  not  to  be  admired,  that  the 

Small- 
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Small-Pox  Ihould  prove  fo  De- 
ftrudtive  to  fuch  a  People,  who 
had  no  Medicine,  no  Kind  of  Help 
but  the  meer  Strength  of  Nature, 
to  carry  them  through  it;  and 
even  that  too,  very  much  weaken’d 
and  infeebled  for  want  of  a  proper 
Regimen  in  fuch  a  critical  Conjunc¬ 
ture  ;  lince  in  thefe  Northern  Part? 
where  we  have  had  fuch  long  Ex¬ 
perience,  and  all  poffible  Helps  for 
the  Management  of  it,  itfometimes 
lhamefully  Defeats  all  Human  Af- 
fiftance,  to  the  utter  Extirpation 

of  fome  of  the  bell  Families  in 
Chriftendom. 

C"  '  v  -*  1 A  I  ^ 

*  Hettigius  aflerts,  that  they 
never  had  any  Small-Pox  in  the 

Eaji- 


*  In  Bibliotheca  Medico Pradica,  Tom*  4.^.  7 1 6, 
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Eajl'IndteSy  'till  after  the  Dutch 
came  and  made  their  Settlements 
among  them  ;  and  that  the  firft 
Sallies  of  this  new  Difeafe,  were 
fo  Fatal,  and  raifed  inch  a  Terror 
among  the  Natives,  that  it  was 
with  great  Difficulty,  that  they 
were  afterwards  brought  to  admit 
of  any  Commerce  with  the  1 Euro¬ 
peans  in  the  South  Eaft  Ifles,  for 
fear  of  having  this  deftroying 
Angel  brought  in  among  them. 
But  of  late,  both  here  and  in  the 
South  Weft  Parts  of  America ,  it 
hath  been  much  more  favourable 
to  them,  |fince  they  have  been  bet¬ 
ter  acquainted  with  it,  excepting 
at  fome  particular  Seafons,  when 
there  has  been  a  Number  of  Caufes, 
which  have  concurred  to  make  it 
more  than  ordinarily  Malignant : 
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For,  tho’  it  be  certain,  that  this 
Diftemper  is  in  it  felf  Inflamma¬ 
tory,  and  confequently  any  great 
Degree  of  Heat  mud  heighten  and 
increafe  it,  yet  this  Inconveniency 
is  greatly  qualified  by  a  conftant 
and  liberal  Perfpiration,  whereby 
great  Loads  of  Matter  are  carried 
off,  through  the  Pores  of  the  Body* 
which  would  otherwife  clog  and 
and  interrupt  the  Motion  of  the 
Spirits,  and  fo  render  them  inca¬ 
pable  to  fupport  the  Patient  in 
the  Courfe  of  the  Diftemper  ;  and 
for  want  of  this  free  and  eafy  Per¬ 
fpiration  it  is,  Jthat  in  thefe  Nor¬ 
thern  Countries  we  are  forced  to 
have  Recourfe  to  Art,  to  aflift  us 
in  making  other  Evacuations,  to 
fupply  the  Want  of  it.  To  this 
it  is  owing,  that  they  have  little 

or 
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or  no  Gout  and  Rheumatifm  in 
thofe  Parts  ;  for,  the  Juices  of  their 
Bodies  being  conftantly  rarefied  and 
refined  by  the  natural  Warmth 
of  the  Clime  ;  and  there  being 

fuch  large  and  continual  Difcharges 
made,  through  the  Meafhes  of  the 
Skin,  That  Sizynefs  of  the  Fluids, 
and  Thofe  acrimonious  Salts,  which 
Occafion  thefe  Diftempers,  are,  in 
a  great  Meafure,  carried  off  and 
prevented ;  tho’  I  make  no  doubt, 
but  their  Living  lo  much  upon 
Rice,  Barly,  Pulfe  and  lome  Sorts 
of  Fruit,  and  their  Drinking  of 
Water,  and  Eating  little  or  no 
Flefh-meats,  doth  greatly  contri¬ 
bute  to  their  Prelervation  from 
thefe  Difeafes,  as  likewife  to  make 
the  Small-Pox  lefs  Fatal  to  them, 
than  it  was  heretofore. 

4 


It 


It  hath  been  a  Notion  fre¬ 
quently  entertain’d,  and  much 
propagated  by  the,  Indian  Wri¬ 
ters,  that  the  hues  Venerea , 
was  firft  brought  into  Europe  by 
the  Sp  awards ,  who  owed  it  to 
a  Libidinous  Converfation  with 
the  American  W omen,  upon  the 
firft  Difcovery  of  thofe Parts;  and, 
that  the  bringing  in  the  Small- 
Pox  among  them,  was  no  more 
than  the  changing  of  one  Dit- 
eale  for  another  There  is  no 
Doubt  to  be  made,  but  Colum¬ 
bus's  Followers  might  pay  dear 
for  their  Familiarities  with  the 
Female  Inhabitants  of  this  new 
World  ;  but  there  are  too  ftrong 

Proofs  of  the  Antiquity  of  this 

H  Diftem; 


(  5°  ) 

Diftemper  to  imagine  that  it  took 
its  Rife  from  thence. 

Others  tell  us,  that  it  was 
brought  from  the  Siege  of  Na¬ 
ples^  in  the  Year  1464,  in  the 
War  between  Charles  the  Eighth 
of  France ,  and  Alphonfo  King 
Naples.  It  is  very  certain,  that 
the  great  Liberties,  which  were 
taken  between  the  French  Sol¬ 
diers  and  the  Italian  Women  at 
that  Time,  fpread  this  faffiion- 
able  Poifon  through  the  beft  Part 
of  the  *  French  Army  ;  yet  I 
can  never  think,  that  from  this 
Fountain  thofe  hitter  Waters  have 
flow'd  into  Afia  and  Africa ,  as 
iome  have  affirmed,  fince  Salicetus 

and 


*  See  Delerres  Hiftory  of  France. 
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and  Gordonius ,  who  lived  in  the 
Thirteenth  Century,  have  both 
wrote  of  it  :  And  a  late  Ingeni¬ 
ous  Author  tells  us,  that  he  hath 
a  very  curious  Manufcript,  wrote 
by  Mr.  John  Arden,  Surgeon  to 
our  Richard  the  Second  and  Harry 
the  Fourth,  wherein  he  hath  ac¬ 
curately  defcribed  and  treated  of 
the  Cure  of  the  Venereal  Di- 
ftemper.  The  fame  Perfon  hath 
fhewn  from  ancient  Records,  that 
there  were  a  Number  of  com¬ 
mon  Stews  kept  on  the  Bank- 
fide  in  Southwark ,  and  allowed 
by  Publick  Authority,  which  were 
afterwards  fuppreffed  in  the  37th 
of  Harry  the  Eighth.  Thefe 
Stews  were  under  Regulation,  and 
had  many  Laws  and  Ordinances 
appointed  them  by  the  Govern- 

H  2  ment 
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pient,  one  of  which  was  f  That 
no  Stew-  Holder  fhould  keep  any' 
Woman  that  had  the  ‘Perilous  Jn-> 
firmity  of  burnings  which  was  the 
old  Englijb  Word  for  a  Gonor¬ 
rhea,  or  Clap;  fo  that  from  hence 
it  appears,  this  Difeale  was  known 
in  our  own  Country,  long  be¬ 
fore  the  Siege  of  Naples  \  and 
we  find  Mofes  makes  mention 
of  the  Flux  of  the  Seed  in  Le- 

i  ,  .  ' 

yiticus ,  an!  terms  them  polluted, 
who  laboured  under  it,  and  com- 
mands  that  they  (hall  be  driven 
put  from  the  AlTembly  of  the  If- 

raehtes.  ’  '  • 

Herodotus  relates,  that  the  Dif- 
ea fe  Tbelia.  or  Woman’s  Difeafe, 

'  '  ‘  ’  was 

V*-~ '  ■  ■  . .  1  e  r  J  J  i  .■ 

V  ,  ,  «  « 

*  See  Becket'r  Antiquity  of  the  Venereal  "Difeafe  in 
Mote’r  Abridgment  of  Pht/ofofhical  Tranfacfions,  Fag. 
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was  infii&ed  on  the  Scythians  and 
their  Offspring,  for  violating  the 
Temple  of  Venus  Urania ,  which 
was  in  Hfcalon  ;  and  tho’  mo  ft 
of  the  Criticks  have  thought  this. 
Difeafe  called  Thelia ,  to  have 
been  the  Menfes ,  they  were  cer¬ 
tainly  in  an  Error,  fince  it  is 
very  well  known,  that  is  not 
a  Diftemper  that  can  be  tranf- 
planted  upon  any  human  Iffue; 
befides,  all  thofe  Difeafes  which 
the  Heathens  imagined  to  be  fent 

by  the  Deities  on  Mankind,  as  a 

* 

Pumfhment  for  their  Crimes,  were 
Contagious  in  their  Nature. 


Many  are  of  Opinion,  that  this 
Diftemper  was  known  to  Hip¬ 
pocrates 


*Epid  .  SeB,  z,  Prorrliet,  lib ,  2, 
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focrates ,  and  that  he  hath  de- 
fcribed  every  Sympton  of  it,  in 
different  Parts  of  his  Works,  tho’ 
he  hath  not  given  any  Name  to 
it ;  this  is  certain,  that  both  he 
and  Galen  make  frequent  mention 
of  the  Gonnorrhaea, ,  which  mod 
are  apt  to  think,  was  a  Difeafe 
which  proceeded  from  a  Venereal 
Taint ;  tho’  ’tis  hard  to  affirm  at 
this  Diftance  of  Time,  that  it 
is  the  fame  with  that,  which  now 
bears  that  Name,  but  of  this  only 
as  it  fell  in  my  Way. 

V  ' 

As  to  our  Hiftorv  of  the  Small- 
Pox,  it  were  needlefs  to  be  more 
particular,  fince,  as  I  have  before 
remarked,  the  Writers  on  the 
Subject  are  fo  numerous,  that 
it  is  in  every  one’s  Power,  that 

'  will 
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will  give  himfelf  a  little  Trouble, 
to  (be  the  State  and  Progrefs  of 
it  in  all  the  Kingdoms  in  Europe, 
down  to  the  prefent  Times.  I 
fliall  only  obferve,  that  as  no  Na¬ 
tion  in  Europe  hath  felt  its  Seve-  ' 
rity  more  than  this  Ifland,  fo  I 
may  fay  it,  with  great  Truth,  for 
the  Honour  of  the  Englijh  Phyfici- 
ans,  that  none  have  been  more  Indu¬ 
ct*0115  in  finding  out  a  proper  Re¬ 
gimen  for  it,  or  have  fucceeded 
better  in  its  Cure.  For  the  Truth 

of  this  Affertion,  I  need  only  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  Writings  of  that  ex¬ 
cellent  Phyfician  of  the  laft  Age, 
Dr.  Sydenham ,  who  firft  taught 
us  the  proper  Manner  and  Me¬ 
thod  of  ufing  Opiates  in  this  Di- 
itemper,  which  did  not  only  very 
much  contribute  to  the  Cure,  but 

like- 
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like  wile  to  the  Support  of  the 
Patient  under  the  confluent  Sort, 
which  before  this  Pradfice,  was  al- 
moft  infupportable. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in 
our  Advances  towards  a  perfedl 
Cure,  even  in  this  prefent  Age, 
fo  far  as  the  Nature  and  Virulency 
of  the  Difeafe  will  admit  of  it, 
as  is  evident  from  thofe  Hifto- 
ries,  fo  elegantly  and  accurately 
defcribed,  and  not  long  fmce  pub- 
lifh’d  by  the  Learned  Dr.  Freind. 

To  have  given  a  particular  Hi- 
ftory  of  the  Methods,  that  have 
been  ufed  in  the  Cure  of  this  DL 
ftemper,  at  different  Times,  and 
in  different  Countries,  as  it  was 
not  my  Intention,  fo  would  it 

have 
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have  required  great  Nicety  of 
Skill  and  Judgment ;  and  1  can¬ 
not  but  think,  notwithftanding 
the  vaft  Variety  of  Authors  on 
the  Small-Pox,  that  there  is  any 
Difeafe  that  hands  in  greater  Need 
of  a  judicious  and  experienced 
Writer :  And  as  we  have  long 
been  made  to  hope,  that  a  Work 
of  this  Nature,  will  be  publifbed 
by  a  Perfon,  whofe  true  Lear¬ 
ning  and  Judgment,  affifted  with 
the  greateft  Experience  in  the 
Practice  of  Phylick,  muft  make 
him  every  Way  capable  of  the  Un¬ 
dertaking  ;  fo  I  doubt  not,  when 
it  comes  to  be  publifhed,  but  it 
will  gain  him,  not  only  Honour 
and  Applaufe  from  the  whole 
Faculty  of  Phylick,  but  like- 
wife,  for  its  Ufefulnefs  to  Man- 

I  f  kind, 
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kind,  the  Bleffing  of  our  lateft  Po- 
fterity. 

There  is  one  Obje&lori  to  the 
Antiquity  of  this  Diftem  per,  which 
I  (hall  juft  mention,  before  I  con¬ 
clude  this  ftiort  ElTay,  which  is, 
that  we  never  find,  in  any  of 
the  Portraits  of  the  ancient  Greeks 
or  Romans ,  any  Perfon  repre- 
fented  as  marked  or  pitted  with 
the  Small-Pox.  This,  tho’  the  Ob- 
iervation  of  a  very  learned  Gen¬ 
tleman,  I  cannot  think  an  Argu¬ 
ment  of  much  Weight,  fince  all 
know,  that  it  is  the  Bufinefs  of 
Limners  to  delineate  and  paint 
the  Beauties,  and  not  to  let  forth 
Biemilhes  or  Deformities  in  their 
Paintings ;  and  as  to  the  giving 
a  Defcription  of  a  Perfon  in  Hi- 

ftory, 
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ftory,  the  Ancients  generally  fpoke 
of  their  Cotemporaries,  with  Re¬ 
gard  to  their  Stature  and  Bulk,  ra¬ 
ther  than  their  Complexion  or  Fea¬ 
tures  of  their  Face  ;  fo  that  were 
there  not  much  Stronger  Rea- 
fons  to  believe  the  Greeks  and 
Romans  Strangers  to  this  Difeafe,  I 
Ihould  not  think  this  of  much 
Force  for  that  Purpofe. 


FINIS , 
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Pra&ice  of  Inoculating  the  Small 
Pox  having  met  with  fome  -En¬ 
couragement,  was  become  the 
chief  Subject  of  common  Conver- 
fation,  and  I  was  ask  ’d  by  feme, 
why,  when  I  had  fo  fair  an  Op¬ 
portunity,  I  had  forbore  to  give 
my  Sentiments  upon  it ;  but  as  I 
was  always  of  Opinion,  that  no 
Propofal,  which  had  the  Appear¬ 
ance  of  an  univertal  Benefit  to 
Mankind,  fliould  be  rejected  for 

B  the 


the  Novelty  of  it,  fo  neither  fhould 
it  be  too  haftily  encourag’d,  ’till 
by  Length  of  Time  and  Experi¬ 
ence,  we  are  thoroughly  convinc’d 
of  the  Advantages  that  may  arife 
from  the  Promotion  of  it.  The 
Advocates  for  and  againft  the  In- 
graftment  of  this  Diftemper  are 
very  numerous ;  But  whoever 
hath  examin’d  into  this  Phyfical 
jControverfy,  will  find,  that  there 
is  one  Point,  in  which  the  Ar¬ 
guments  on  both  Sides  center ; 
which  is,  that  if  it  can  once  be 
prov’d  that  the  ingrafting  of  the 
Small-Pox  upon  any  Perl'on  is  not 
a  Security  from  his  having  it  a 
fecond  time  in  the  Natural  Way, 
then  the  Experiment  is  fo  far 
from  being  advantageous,  that  it 
is  abfolutely  ufejefs. 
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Mr.  Jones,  being  altogether  a 
Stranger  to  me,  I  wrote  to  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Tarry,  Mini  her  of 
the  Parifh,  to  define  him  to  en- 
quire  ..  after  the  Truth  of  the 
Fa£L  who  fent  me  the  Letter 
which  1  have  here  inferted. 

•'  1  i  ,  .  * 


1  As  foon  as  I  receiv’d  yours, 
4  I  immediately  enquir’d  in- 
4  to  the  Matter.  Mr.  Jones ,  the 
4  Surgeon  tells  me,  that  it  was  a 
4  Child  of  his  own,  a  little  Girl  a* 
4  bout  two  Years  old,  on  whom 
4  he  inoculated  the  Small-Pox  ;  that 


8 

it  broke  out  very  kindly,  2nd  in 
4  about  a  Fortnights  time  the  Child 
4  was  perfectly  well  again ;  But 
4  three  Weeks  after  her  Recovery 
4  from  the  inoculated  Small-Pox, 
4  fhe  fell  lick  again ;  and  not  in 
4  the  leaf!  apprehending  the  Return 
4  of  that  Diftemper,  he  to  his  great 
4  Surprize  found  it  was  the  Smalt 
4  Pox  in  the  Natural  Way,  which 
4  had  like  to  coft  the  Child  her 
4  Life.  This  is  the  Account  he 
4  gives  me,  and  if  it  may  be  of  any 
4  Service  to  you,  I  fhall  be  very 
4  glad,  who  am, 

*  r  4  ^ 
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Tour  mop  humble  Servants. 


Oftsoefltyj  June 

Hy  W 


Tarry,: 


As  for  the  Arguments  which 
are  us’d  either  for  or  againft  this 
Pra&ice,  I  fhall  not  concern  my 
felf  with  theip,  my  Defign  being 
only  to  relate  plain  Fafts,  of  the 
Truth  of  which  every  one  hath 
it  in  his  Power  to  fatisfy  him- 
felf. 

>  t  p  ,f  ••  ••  •  -  W  . V, 

jijo  i  '■  t '  '  ’  /  ; 

The  following  Account  was  put 

into  my  Hands  by  Mr.  Dobyns , 
the  Surgeon,  and  is  part  of  a 
Letter  fent  by  one  Mr.  Jones,  a 
Surgeon  at  Ofwejiry  in  Shroff 
Poire, 

(  As  for  my  Opinion  of  Inocu- 
1  lating  the  Small-Pox,  I  do  not 
S  approve  of  it  at  all  •  for  I  have 
f  try’d  it  upon  feveral,  and  efpeci- 
*  ally  upon  one  little  Girl  about 

two 


4  two  Years  old.  in  the  Month  of 

■*»  **■ 

4  Augup  daft  ;  the  Operation  was 
4  perform’d  on  the  Ninth  Day  bfthe 
4  Month,  and  in  lefs  than  a  Fort- 

'  •*  '"’N  . 

4  night  the  Pimples  of  the  Small 
4  Pox  did  appears  fo  full,  and  fo 
4  well,  as  if  the  Diftemper  had  been 
4  receiv’d 1  in  the  Natural  Way, 
4  without  any  Sicknefs  at  all ;  and 
4  great  Rejoicing  there  was ;  But 
4  about  three  Weeks  after,  the  Child 
4  fell  lick  again,  but  no  mention  of 
f the  Small-Pox,  but  praifing  God 
4  that  it  was  pa  ft,  but  it  prov’d 
4  to  be  the  Small-Pox,  and  as  thick 
(  as  ever  was  feen  upon  a  Child, 
4  but  p railed  be  to  God  the  Child 
4  recover’d  if,  and  I  think  that 
4  there  are  but  few  that  will  be  fo 


4  bold  as  to  think  they  can  aft  con- 

4  trary 


By  the  Account  which  Mr.  Jones 
gives  of  his  Child,  (he  appears  t6 
have  had  a  true  genuine  Sort  of 
Small-Pox ;  for,  that  luch  a  Sort 
may  be  given  by  this  new  Me¬ 
thod  of  "ingrafting,  I  make  no 
manner  of  Doubt,  having  my  felf 
feen  a  Child,  which  was  inocula¬ 
ted  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Amy  and, 
which  had  as  fair  and  diftinbt  a 
Kind  as  I  ever  law,  the  Puftules 
filling,  ripening  and  (baling  off 
as  regularly  as  they  do  in  the 
Natural  Sort ;  tho’  I  am  inform¬ 
ed,  that  thole  Eruptions  which 
proceed  from  Inoculation,  are  for 
the  molt  part,  very  different  from 
the  Puftules  of  the  natural  Small 
Pox  j  and  indeed,  in  thofe  few 
Inoculated  that  I  have  leen,  ex¬ 
cepting.  the  Cale  before  mention- 

G  ed, 
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ed  :  I  cannot  fay  I  ever  faw  one. 

* 

who  had  any  Appearance  like 
thofe  of  the  Natural  Small-Pox. 

■  { f  :  :  ‘  ,  •  j.,  (  •  :  ;  ‘  !  ‘f 

~  ■  •'  > 

But  we  have  lately  had  an¬ 
other  In  fiance  of  this  Kind,  in 
the  Son  of  a  Perfon  of  Diftin£U- 
on,  who  was  inoculated  by  the 
Reverend  Mr.  jf ohnfon :  The  Cafe 
was  communicated  to  me  by  Mr. 
Gi$y  an  Apothecary  in  Cbelfea , 
at  whofe  Houfe  this  young 
Gentleman  was  lodg’d,  for  the 
Convenience  of  having  this  new 
Experiment  try’d  upon  him. 

On  the  yth  of  May  la  ft,  the 
Inciftons  were  made,  and  the  2M- 
rulent  Matter  of  the  Small-Pox. 
applied  to  them. 


The 


1 


(  II  ) 

The  i  :$tb,  the  young  Gentleman 
complain’d  of  a  Pain  in  his  Head, 

,n  .  •  .  j; : ;  sc  '  '  ; 

14th,  He  had  fomething  like 
a  Rafli  appear’d,  which  the  Ino- 
culator,  call’d  the  fir  it  Appearance 
of  the  Small-Pox  •  in  the  Evening 
he  had  a  Stool. 

1  5th,  The  Appearance  of  Yefter- 
day  was  more  to  be  diftinguifh’d  ; 
he  had  a  little  Fever,  and  a  Stool 
Morning  and  Evening. 

1 6th,  Very  little  of  the  Eruption 
was  to  be  feen,  his  Fever  left  him, 
in  the  Evening  he  had  a  Stool. 

17th,  Nothing  like  the  Small 
Pox  was  to  be  feen  in  the  Morning. 

1  8th,  Mr,  j hhnjon  viiited  him, 
and  affirm’d  that  he  was  very 

£  2  fee  u  re 
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fecure  from  ever  having  the  Small 
Pox  again :  But  at  Night  fome 
Heats  appearing,  he  chang’d  his 
Opinion,  and  laid,  that  he  then 
had  the  Small -Pox  upon  him. 


19th,  The  Appearance  of  Ye- 
fterday  was  vanifh’d,  and  nothing 
like  an  Eruption  to  be  feen  upon 
the  Patient. 

v  t 

f 

The  24th,  27th,  and  51ft,  he 
took  purging  Phyfick. 


une  the  fecond  he  was  fent 
Home,  as  perfectly  recover’d  from 
the  Inoculated  Small-Pox  ;  but  011 
the  Eighth  of  the  fame  Month, 
being  very  much  out  of  Order,, 
and  the  Family,  one  of  which  had. 
never  had  the  Diftemper,  being  ai 
little  alarm'd  at  this  new  I  ml  if. 

politioni 
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petition,  fent  the  young  Gentle¬ 
man  back  to  his  former  Lodg¬ 
ing,  and  on  the  Ninth  the  Small 
Pox  appear’d  in  the  natural  Way, 
which  proving  to  be  a  good  bort, 
and  keeping  their  regular  Courfe, 
after  the  ulual  time  of  Sicknels, 
the  Patient  recovered. 

It  were  much  to  be  wilh’d,  that 
all  thole  who  attend  upon  inoculat¬ 
ed  Patients,  would  life  the  lame  Di¬ 
ligence  and  Indullry,  and  be  as 
exa£t  in  their  Obfervations  on  the 
Courfe  of  this  Diftemper,  as  the 
Perfon  who  communicated  this 
Cafe  to  me  hath  been  ;  for  thereby 
People  would  loon  be  able  to  form 
a  right  Judgment  of  the  llfeful  net's 
or  Difad  vantages  of  this  Practice, 
for,  notwithstanding  the  Uncer¬ 
tainty  of  the  Experiment  in  its 


(  >4  )  ' 

frequent  failing  to  produce  the 
Small-Pox,  or  even  any  Kind  of 
Eruptions,  yet  if  no  very  ill  Con- 

fequences  attended  the  Patient  from 
this  Failure,  I  doubt  not  but  many, 
efpecially  thofe  Families  to  whom 
this  Diftemper  hath  been  remarka¬ 
bly  fatal,  would  think  themfelves 
fufficiently  juftify’d  for  making 
this  Experiment.  But  when  it 
hath  been  prov’d  that  the  Small- 
Pox  given  by  Inoculation,  is  not  a 
Security  from  having  it  again  in 
the  natural  Way  ;  All  muft  agree 
that  it  is  not  the  bare  Notion  of  a 
tender  Regard  for  the  Safety  of  our 
Children  or  Relations  can  autho- 
rife  this  Practice ;  for  when  once 
the  Mark  is  fet  on  the  Poor,  where 
the  ‘Plague  is ,  he  that  will  enter , 
(loth  it  at  his  own  Peril. 


I 


/ 


(  i5  ) 

'  -  i  i  %  ./  *  .4  i  v 

I  have  here  "given  two  Inftances 
of  Perfons,  who  have  had  the 
Small-Pox  after  Inoculation  ;  his 
probable  there  have  been  more, 
many  indeed  are  not  to  be  expect¬ 
ed.  It  is  but  a  flrort  time  we  have 
been  acquainted  with  this  Pradice, 
and  the  Number  of  thofe  who 
have  been  inoculated,  not  very 
conliderable,  for  fo  large  an  Ifland 
as  this  is. 

v  * 

As  to  the  Uncertainty  of  this 
Experiment,  there  have  been  many 
Inftances  of  it ;  but  I  know  of  none 
more  remarkable  than  one  which 
lately  happen’d  in  the  Family  of 
a  Lady  of  the  firft  Quality,  which 
I  had  from  a  Perfon  who  attend¬ 
ed  the  Patients ;  and  tho’  it  is  not 
altogether  to  my  Purpofe,  my  De- 
j  fign 
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fion  beina  only  to  mention  fuch 

tD  n  J 

Cates,  where  the  Small-Pox  hath 
been  taken  after  Inoculation,  I 
hope  the  Reader  will  excufe  it, 
there  being  fcarce  any  thing  which 
relates  to  this  Practice,  but  may 
be  in  forrie  Degree  or  other  of  ufe 
to  the  Publick. 

The  Fad  then  was  this :  There 
were  five  Children  in  this  Family 
inoculated  by  the  Reverend  Mr. 
^ fobnfon ,  two  of  thefe  had  a 
diftind  Small-Pox  .  A  third,  which 
was  the  youngeft,  and  about  four 
Years  old,  had  fome  little  Erup¬ 
tions,  which  vartifh’d  in  about  four 
and  twenty  Hours  after.  But 
about  a  Month  from  the  I  ime  he 
had  been  inoculated,  a  diftind 
Small-Pox  broke  out  upon  him. 
One  of  the  other  two  had  fome 

Eruptions 
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Eruptions,  not  more  than  two  or 
three,  which  came  to  Maturity,  and 

went  off  favourably ;  but  the  Ap¬ 
pearances  being  fo  few,  this  Child 
was  not  look’d  upon,  by  the  Atten¬ 
dants  to  have  had  the  Small-Pox* 
The  5th  ftill  continues  well,  having 
never  had  any  kind  of  Eruption,  tho 
it  is  full  two  Months  fince  he  was 
Inoculated.  The  Iffue  then,  of  this 
Experiment,  was  plainly  this ;  out 
of  five  who  were  Inoculated,  there 
were  two  who  had  a  Small-Pox  j 
two  others  who  had  it  not  j  and  a. 
fifth  which  had  it  at  an  unufual 
t)i fiance  of  time  after  Inoculation, 
and  probably  might  take  it  by 
Infection  from  the  two  firft  who 
Were  Inoculated  j  for  they  weie  all 
kept  in  the  fame  Room,  during  the 
time  of  their  Inoculation.  But  it 
if  to  be  obferv’d,  that  all  thefe  had 

D  *ery 


(  IS) 

very  large  Difcharges,  where  the 
Incifions  were  made;  fo  plentiful) 
that  it  was  with  fome  Difficulty 
they  were  dry?d  up.  They  are  all 
now  in  perfect  Health,  as  the  Per- 
fon,  who  gave  me  this  Account,  in¬ 
forms  me. 

*  i 

I  make  no  Queftion,  from  the 
great  Character  this  noble  Lady 
has  in  the  World,  and  from  her 
known  Piety  and  Indulgence  to- 
wards  her  Children,  but  ffie  wa§ 
wrought  upon  in  great  Meafure,  by 
her  Fears,  this  Diftemper  having 
been  fatal  in  her  Family,  to  try 
this  Experiment.  I  am  heartily 
glid  that  it  hath  hitherto  been  at¬ 
tended  with  no  other  Confequence, 
than  that  of  a  bare  Difappointment 
in  two  of  the  Inoculated  ;  how  well 
the  other  three  are  fecur’d  from 

ev  PI 
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ever  having  it  in  the  natural  Way, 
Time  alone  will  {hew  ;  Thus  much 
I  think  I  may  be  authoriz’d  to  fay, 
from  the  two  Inftances  I  have  here 
given,  that  no  one  uponPrefumption 
of  his  having  had  this  Diftemper  by 
Inoculation,  fhould  truft  himfelfin 
any  Place  where  there  is  Infection ; 
it  being  highly  probable,  that  the 
young  Gentleman,  who  was  inocu¬ 
lated  at  Mr.  Gills,  took  the  Small 
Pox  a  fecond  time  by  Infe&ion, 
from  his  Sifter,  who  was  Inocula¬ 
ted  fome  time  after  him ;  the 
Small-Pox  breaking  out  upon  Mifs 
upon  the  1 8th  of  May ,  which  was 
the  Day  on  which  it  ended  with 
the  young  Gentleman,  who  con¬ 
tinu’d  with  his  Sifter  all  the  time 
pf  her  Sicknefs  ;  fhe  had  them  very 
full,  and  they  did  not  turn  before 
the  a  7th,  which  was  the  Day  on 

which 
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which  the  young  Gentleman  took 
hisfecond  Purge. 

I  have  here  laid  before  the  Rea¬ 
der,  two  or  three  Facts  relating  to 
this  new  Method  of  Ingrafting  the 
Small-Pox,  which  are  of  more 
Force  to  convince  the  Underftand- 
ing,  and  dire6P  the  Will,  than  any 
Arguments  drawn  from  the  Nature 
of  the  Practice  it  lelf  can  poffibly 
be.  Thefe  Cafes  came  accidentally 
into  my  Hands ;  and  I  thought  I 
could  not  put  them  to  a  better  blle^ 
than  to  publilh  them  for  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  my  Country. 


FINIS. 
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